John A, Burdsal

3218 Apperson Dr.
MicHand, TX 78705
(4373 B2 2113 Home
(432) 3525608 Cali

Cotober 24, 2008

Dr. 8. Rober Contiguglia
Prasident, U8, Soccer Federation
1801 8. Prairfe Avenue

Chicago, Hinois 60816

Dear Dr. Contiguglia:

I am willing you conceming the USSF's stance on protective headgear. On May 15, 2004 my son,
Camdon, was citically injured while warming up for the second game of a loumnament in Denton,
Texas, His team, U8 st the fime, was prepaning for the second game when he collided with a
tegmmate during g drill prior to the game. The teammate’s cheek bone contacied my son's head in the
ares around his left temple. Both bovs came away from the collision rubbing their heads.

My son plaved the game and played a very good game. Since it is aiready very warm during May in
Texas, we took the boys back 1o the hotel 10 oool them off and re-hydrate them. Approxdmately thiee
hours after the collision my son starled complaining of 2 severe headache, began vomiling and started
{0 pass oul. While one of the other teammate’s mothers called 911 on her cell phone we scooped him
up and took him down siairs (o the parking lof so that # would be sasier and quicker for the paramedics
to get to Camdon. Another tearmmale’s father worked with me 1o keep Camdon from losing
consciousness while we waited on the ambulance.

When the ambulance arived the paramedics quickly assessed Camdon’s condition and dedided he
needed 1o be sirlifted lo either Cook Children’s hospiial in Fort Worth or Dallas Children’s hospital,
They icaded Camdon and my wife into the ambulance and headed 1o the local hospital to meet the
helicopier that would transport him. | was to wail for a call from them as to which hospital he was being
fiowm to for further freatment. | took care of things &l the hotel and the other maother’s on the team
swept up our six vear oid daughter info thelr amms o stay with them while my wife and | were wilh
Camdon. ¥e all optimistically thought we would be back later that night. That optimism was shattered
g shor time later.

After orgarnizing things for our daughter, the father of one of the tzammates, the head coach and |
waited in the parking iot for 2 calt from the paramedics as to where 10 go. While standing in the parking
lot | had to observe the first of many things 2 father should not have 1o observe for thelr children. |
locked up and saw the helicopier coming in and preparing fo land 1o pick up My & vear old son! My
wife called from the hospliia! in Denton telling me that Camdon was Deing aken 1o Cook Children's
Medical Center in Fort Worth,  Mirsculously, she was ooing 1o g2t o ride on the haficopter with him.
During the 40 minute drive 10 the hospital from Denton | made as many cafis as possible asking for
prayers for Camdon,

When | arrived at Cook Children’s Emergency Depariment they were just taking him out of the room for
a T scan and | was needed 1o sigy behind again fo complete the necessary information to admit
Camndon. The resuils of the £7 scan showed that Camdon had suffered and rupiured arlery and had a
large blood clot forming in side his skull. The medical term is an Epidursl Bleed.

A pedigtic neurosurgson, Dr. David Donahue, was on oalt and he performed the emergency surgery 1o
siop the biesding and remove the blood dot. Dy, Donahue said that he would remove a porlion of
Camdon's skull, approximately 2" x 3", 1o gain a008ss 1o the blesding artery and biocod dot where he
wouid then cauterize the atery and remove the blood clol. We were 10id 1o expedt a 2-4 hour surgery
and given all the possible oulcomes of the surgery. Many of which are lenifving to a parent. VWhile
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waiting in the surgical waiting room, we received a call notifying us of thal the surgery had begun. Not
guite an hour later | answered a call from a nurse in the surgery room stating that the surgery had been
compieted and the doclor was on his way to speak o us.

Camdon was alive and according to Dr. Donshue we were lucky 1o have gotten him 1o the hospital as
quickly as we did. If it had taken another 15 ~ 30 minutes the outcome would not have been good. Dr.
Donahue said that the blood oot he removed was the size of his fist Again, Dr Donahue went over
what we could expect afier surgery, indluding a hospital stay of & least 7 days or as long as 6 months.
Dr. Donahue said that most ikaly the inlury ocourred because the cheek bone s exdremely dense at
this age and that the sides of the head are siill very thin comparstively.

Three days later Camdon was released from the hospital. It was a very long summer for a 9 year old
due 1o the restrictions placed on him by Dr. Donghue. Thankfully he made a full recovery 1o retum o
the soccer field the August of 2004, The only resiriction left at that fime was no "heading” for 3 months.

When we saw Dr. Donahue for a foliow up visit in June he stated that he didnt feel that “helmets” were
necessary in soccer for many reasons. At a follow up in August, | presented Dr. Donahue with
information | found on the intemst concaming the Fullgl Headguard. He had not seen or heard of the
product even though his own son plays scccer. He stated that with the force of the collision that
Camdon had suffered it probably would niot have prevented any injury, but that it definitely would have
reduced the severity of the injury.

To read the recent negative stalements by the USSF conceming the use of protective headgear is
axtremely upsetting as the parent of a child that very nearly died due 1o a coliision on ihe socoer fieid.
A collision in which, "heading” the ball wasnt even involved. The ball never left the ground in the diill.
For the USSF o say in 2 negsative manner “There appears fo be o significant increase in the use of
headgear by youth players 12 and under, even though players at this level are the least fikely to
engage in play that would lead to concussions.” Is a slap in mine and Camdon’s face and in essence
saying that the USSF does not care if he or any other player is seriously injured playing soccer or even
dies

It sure seems o me that the USSF should go out of iis way o protedt the future of soccert Iis youth!

I would love to speak to you personally to see how you feel you can justify the slatements of the USSF
conceming prolecive headgear. As you can see from Camdon’s siory, concussions arent the only
injury that the soccer community should worry about when talking about profective headgear. | have
enclosed a piciure of Camdon iaken the day he got home from the hospital. You can clearly see the 32
stitches in bis head and the scar lef from the surgery as a reminder of the dangers of soccer.

Sinceraly,

John A Burdsal
Midiand Soccer Association
U-5/Peailee Boy's Commissionsr

Enclosed: Piclurs

L0

E.D. Hill, Foxt News
Boh Ley, BESPN

80 Minutes



